The Kennedy Center, Inc.

Press Release

Martin D. Schwartz, President and CEO announces that The Kennedy Center has been awarded a $10,000 grant from The Fairfield County Community Foundation to support its work in the Alzheimer’s Program located at The Kennedy Center’s Norma F. Pfreim Foundation Alzheimer's Center at Faust Hall in Bridgeport. This grant will allow The Kennedy Center to provide direct support services to individuals with Down syndrome and Alzheimer’s disease, and their families. This innovative program addresses an identified need in the community for intensified care in direct services, increased educational and technical assistance opportunities, and an improvement in community awareness. 

Statistics show us that people with Down syndrome are experiencing Alzheimer’s disease at a far younger and greater rate that the rest of the population. Currently the program serves up to eight individuals who range in age from 44-67. Since its inception in 2008, the Alzheimer’s program has allowed more individuals with Alzheimer’s and Down syndrome to stay in their homes longer. The program also provides caregivers, health providers and interns from neighboring colleges with education and technical assistance, while increasing community awareness about individuals with Down syndrome and Alzheimer’s disease. 

Founded in 1951, The Kennedy Center, Inc. is a 501 (c) 3, non-profit community-based rehabilitation organization offering innovative and comprehensive program services to persons with special needs and disabilities, from birth through their senior years. Since 1981, The Kennedy Center has sought and consistently achieved the highest accreditation from the CARF International (Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities) standards setting organization. The Kennedy Center is one of the most comprehensive rehabilitation facilities in the State of Connecticut. On an annual basis, over eighteen hundred individuals receive program services through our departments of Rehabilitation Services, Residential Services and Kennedy Industries. Our mission is to promote the empowerment of our individuals with diverse abilities, disabilities and experiences toward optimal participation and inclusion in the community. 

The Fairfield County Community Foundation promotes the growth of community and regional philanthropy to improve the quality of life throughout Fairfield County. Individuals, families, corporations and organizations can establish charitable funds and contribute to existing funds. The foundation provides philanthropic advisory services, and develops and leads initiatives to tackle critical community issues. It is in compliance with the Council on Foundations’ national standards for community foundations. The Foundation has awarded over $120 million in grants to nonprofits in Fairfield County and beyond. For more information, visit www.fccfoundation.org .

