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February 9, 2007

Kennedy Center Cabaret A Throwback to the 70s Disco Era 

As the song says, the heat was on and rising over the top.  Everyone had a groovy good time at The Kennedy Center’s 16th Annual Cabaret and Auction.  The Trumbull Marriott was transformed into a boogie wonderland with disco light centerpieces, brightly colored polka dot tablecloths, and glittery, polyester outfits everywhere.

A record-breaking crowd of over 450 enthusiastic guests sang along to familiar 70s tunes, danced in the aisles, waved napkins in the air and held up candles as “Bell-Bottom Boogie” took center stage.   Polyester leisure suits, bell-bottom pants, psychedelic dresses, tie-dyed shirts, and even white high-heeled go-go boots, were all the rage!

Everyone who attended the two-act cabaret was inspired by the extraordinary, incredible talent of the cabaret performers and their unconditional belief in the capabilities of all people. This talented group of 13 actors and actresses received rapturous applause throughout the evening and several standing ovations.
This year over $66,000 net was raised for children with disabilities served by The Kennedy Center. Event Chairman Christine Donahue Brown of Trumbull founded this fun event 16 years ago through the inspiration of her brother Mike and his resolve to live a happy and productive life.  As a regular cast member, singer and dancer, he is a testament to The Kennedy Center’s mission: Celebrating the potential of all people.

During the evening, cast member Scott Sisbarro of Ansonia was singled out for his many years of support and his ongoing commitment to people with special needs.  He was presented with the prestigious Kennedy Center Cabaret Clock.  One of the original Kennedy Center performers from 16 years ago, he is currently the Director of Saint Savior’s School of Dance in Greenwich.  

Some of the most popular retro 70s songs of the evening included those with a pulsating beats such as “Car Wash,”  “Grease Lightning,” “Love the Night Life,” and “Freak Out.”  Resonating ballads that were belted out ranged from “Let It Be,” and “Morning After” to “Evergreen.”   
A special guest appearance was made by the hilarious Trumbull trio of Stephen Donahue, a local attorney and father of Event Chair Christine Brown; Martin Schwartz, President and CEO of The Kennedy Center; and First Selectman Ray Baldwin, who paraded around stage in fruit adorned costumes to the song, “Copacabana”.
William D’Andrea of West Haven deserves special recognition as the superb musical director.  In addition, Stephen Donahue was the lively master of ceremonies; Dottie Kellersman of Shelton was the ever-dedicated auction prize coordinator; Carol Karpovich of Fairfield was the multi-talented Auction Display Coordinator; and Eric Hummel of Hummel Brothers in New Haven and Scott Sisbarro of Ansonia served as the dynamic duo of live auctioneers.

The top sponsor of the evening was Merit Insurance, who was the Auction Sponsor. At the second highest level, Sybase, Inc. was the corporate sponsor. The decoration sponsor was A&M Piping Contractors/MCSWC, while Thayers Natural Remedies underwrote the costumes.

Nine contributors at the benefactor level were: A&M Piping Contractors/

MCSWC, Edward J. Brown, Sr. of Sparkill, New York; Trumbull residents Stephen and Moreen Donahue and Zenon and Natalie Mocarski; Health Net of the Northeast, Thayers Natural Remedies, Unilever HPC-USA, Dennis and Lesley Gehr of Pound Ridge, CT; and Michael and Kathy Reynolds of Fairfield.

