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Two Kennedy Center Group Homes Receive A Makeover 

From 45 AT&T Employees

      Forty-five members of the leadership team senior managers from AT&T Connecticut recently took a vacation day off on Monday, September 18th.  Instead of venturing off together to some exotic locale, they volunteered to revamp the grounds of two Kennedy Center group homes in Stratford.  Both these residences serve adults with disabilities who live in the community with support from Kennedy Center staff. 


Similar to Extreme Home Makeover, this ambitious renovation/rehabilitation project was coordinated by Susan Dillman of Cheshire, a member of the AT&T Connecticut management team.  She signed up eight teams of volunteers and acquired numerous plants, mulch and tools necessary for the massive landscape project.  


In addition, Matt Cordner of Colchester, a manager at an AT&T facility in Wallingford as well as owner of Safe Harbor Landscape in Colchester, donated his time and talent to design and construct a new patio at one of the group homes.  His daughter Rachael, a high school student, also volunteered to work on the patio, which features a beautiful circle in the center surrounded by a herringbone pattern.  Each of the 2,400 bricks was intricately hand cut.  The patio was designed to enhance accessibility for mobility-challenged residents. 


Michele Macauda, AT&T Connecticut’s President and CEO, championed the effort and led the volunteers that day. “We wanted these two Kennedy Center group homes to be as beautiful as the other residences in the neighborhood,” she said. “It is so gratifying to do something that really makes a difference for the people who live in these homes.” 

“I am very proud of our team of volunteers,” Macauda continued.  “We’re all involved in different community and civic activities throughout the state, but today we had the opportunity to work together on one very special project.”  AT&T teams landscaped the front of one group home, and created a patio and extensive gardens in the front and back yards of the second group home.

           This renovation project coincided with the National Rehabilitation Awareness Celebration, September 17-23 and certainly matched this year’s theme, “Positive Thinking, Positive Results.”  The Kennedy Center joined 6,500 facilities nationwide in observing this occasion.  This celebration is designed to highlight the victories people with disabilities have made through rehabilitation and to recognize the contributions of rehabilitation professionals and volunteers.

Martin D. Schwartz, President and CEO of The Kennedy Center, which is headquartered in Trumbull, said, “We are truly grateful to AT&T for the tremendous effort their employees put into beautifying the grounds of two our group homes, plus building a new patio for one of our homes.  The Kennedy Center clients were simply astonished with the results of this beautification project.  All the volunteers from AT&T are to be commended for their caring and compassionate spirit.”
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