The Kennedy Center Receives A 2006 Silver Connecticut 

Quality Improvement Award


The Kennedy Center, which is headquartered in Trumbull, recently won a 2006 silver Connecticut Quality Improvement Award’s CQIA Innovation Prize for its new Caring for the Caregiver Program.  The award was recently presented to Martin D. Schwartz, President and CEO of The Kennedy Center, at CQIA’s 19th Annual Conference on Quality and Innovation at Water’s Edge Resort in Westbrook.


“Winning a silver prize is an honor for which our rehabilitation agency and its 520 employees are most proud,” said Schwartz.  “The award recognizes our outstanding achievements and encourages our staff to continue their efforts toward high quality programs and innovative services.”


Sheila Carmine, founder and executive director of the CQIA Partnership, added, “It is inspiring to see the continuing large number of organizations – both large and small; public, private, government, health care, education and not for-profits – driven by innovation and performance excellence that reach for third party endorsement for their products and services from the Connecticut Quality Improvement Award’s Innovation Prize.”


The Kennedy Center Caregiver Innovative Demonstration Pilot Project addresses a growing national need – to provide training and supports for individuals with mental retardation or other disabilities so they may provide both physical and emotional assistance for an elder family member over age 60.  These seniors are experiencing some decline in their ability to function independently.  In this new “role reversal” program, The Kennedy Center is supporting 36 caregivers and their families.

The CQIA is a Connecticut nonprofit 501© (3) tax-exempt corporation and is an active partnership among the private sector, state and municipal government, and the educational community. They annually sponsor a three-tiered awards program that recognizes organizations for their accomplishments.

The Connecticut Quality Improvement Award Partnership, Inc., America’s first state-level quality award, was founded in 1987 using the Malcolm Baldrige National Quality Award for Performance Excellence criteria in an effort to advance innovative programs that improve quality, performance excellence, and marketplace competitiveness.

Beginning in 1995, health care, education, government, and other not-for-profit organizations became eligible to apply along with manufacturing and service companies.
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