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Thirteen Artists Featured in Kennedy Center’s

Unique Perspective 2007 Calendar 

The Kennedy Center’s “Unique Perspective 2007 Calendar” celebrates the potential of all people and chronicles a monthly celebration of talent and creativity bursting with color and vitality. 

Six area companies have generously underwritten the cost of this beautiful, four-color calendar that raised needed funds for The Kennedy Center’s Senior Options Program.  Since seniors are living longer lives, these funds will be used to develop services and supports for people with Down syndrome and Alzheimer’s disease.  People with Down syndrome are developing Alzheimer’s disease at a staggering rate, about 65% for persons aged 60 and older. 

People's Bank made the largest donation at the presidential sponsor level.  For over 20 years, People’s Bank has generously underwritten the calendar on an annual basis. Other corporate sponsors included: United Illuminating of New Haven and Merit Insurance of Bridgeport as sponsors of the month as well as Cutting Edge Communications of Shelton, Maggie Daly of Fairfield, and Imperial Graphics of Stratford, all advocate sponsors.

The calendar features the expressive works of 13 Connecticut artists with disabilities and illustrates how people with disabilities can be productive, contributing members of their community.

This group of artists was recently honored at a festive art reception hosted by People’s Bank and attended by over 120 guests.  Soups and Such, the Kennedy Center’s catering business, provided a delicious spread of hors d’oeuvres. As part of the festivities, each artist received a commemorative T-shirt depicting his or her artwork. 

The spacious lobby of the People’s Bank Bridgeport Center headquarters was transformed into an art gallery with over 45 paintings lining the walls and mounted on easels.  The artwork will be on display at this branch and other People's Bank locations until the end of January.

John Klein, President of People’s Bank, greeted the enthusiastic crowd at the reception. He noted, “We are genuinely appreciative of the artistic gifts and accomplishments of the Kennedy Center artists. Everyone affiliated with People’s Bank anxiously awaits the arrival of The Kennedy Center calendar – the official kick off of the holiday season.”

 Martin D. Schwartz, President and CEO of The Kennedy Center, added, “Our ‘Unique Perspective Calendar’ represents an outstanding display of the talented people with disabilities we serve.  We thank People’s Bank for their more than 20 years of ongoing support and generosity, in addition to other new corporate sponsors.” 

These Connecticut artists with disabilities participated in the award-winning art therapy program offered by The Kennedy Center.  These artists, listed by town, include: Fairfield residents Michael Daly and Lisa Ellis; Bridgeport residents Julie Brown, Alice Dubois, Marquis Eady, Bruce Epstein, Jeff Johnson, Jaime Roman and Debbie Willis; Marc Iaizzi of Trumbull; Lisa Kellersman of Huntington; Edward Clark of Monroe; and Todd Carboni of Milford. 


Artwork featured in "A Unique Perspective" covers a variety of themes ranging from abstracts to still lifes.  Each piece reflects the personal interests and feelings of the artists. Some are drawn with whimsy and playfulness and others by the natural expression, directness and simplicity of the works.  Still others react to the color explosion and brilliance of the palette as the depths of imagination and creativity are explored. 


As individuals, these artists have transcended their disabilities to reveal their own unique style, creative ability and spirit.   Many of the artists have had their work published in the calendar for several years.  The artists primarily work with tempera paint.


The color calendar was designed by Meghan Gerety, a freelance artist in New York City, and was printed by Imperial Graphics of Stratford.

The Kennedy Center is a nationally accredited, non-profit, community-based rehabilitation organization that currently serves over 1,500 individuals annually. The agency actively responds to the needs of the community by offering innovative, comprehensive service options to persons with disabilities and special needs, from birth to senior years. The Kennedy Center operates 14 group homes and a supported living option program, an industries program composed of six businesses, supported and competitive employment and job placement services, a family support and respite service, travel training, and a variety of children’s programs.  
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