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Kennedy Center Creates A New, Magical Event 

What started out as a little, wonderful idea, magically turned into one of the best and biggest social events of the year. Magic Moments: A Celebration of Magic & Wonder far surpassed everyone’s expectations as a new autism benefit for The Kennedy Center. 

This memorable evening of drama, fun and excitement was the brainchild of Dr. Pietro Andres and his wife Kristine George Andres of Fairfield.  Their team of dedicated volunteers used a dash of ingenuity and a sprinkle of creativity to transform the Quick Center for the Arts at Fairfield University into a truly magical setting.  

This new special event was a resounding success with over 350 guests in attendance. Over $122,000 was raised for The Kennedy Center’s new Autism Project.  It was a great collaborative effort for a very good cause; the autism spectrum is affecting more and more children who need new programs and services such as those offered by The Kennedy Center. 

Well-known leaders in the autism community were out in full force.  Dignitaries also stopped by to show their support, including Congressman Christopher Shays of the Fourth District and Ken Flatto, First Selectman of Fairfield.

Prior to the main event, over 200 people attended a private reception and wine tasting in the Black Box, a dramatic room with floor to ceiling black drapes and sparse lighting on tables of floral arrangements. Beam Global Spirits and Wine, Inc. donated all the wines and spirits for the pre-party and then the cocktail hour.  

Attendees filtered into the lobby of the Quick Center for this social hour, which was elegantly decorated with a black and silver motif. The main event featured a silent auction, a Kennedy Center artwork display, and guitar music by the Bill Carleton Band. Exquisite hors d’oeuvres were served butler style by Celebrations by Carlson Inc.

The evening culminated with a comical performance by acclaimed magician Bill Herz, one of the most entertaining corporate magicians in the world. He dazzled the crowd in the Quick Center Auditorium with loads of audience participation, card tricks, guessing games and disappearing acts.  The laughter and applause were incessant throughout the hour-long show.

Suzanne and Bob Wright of Fairfield, founders of the national organization, Autism Speaks, were the honorary co-chairs of Magic Moments. For the past year, the Andres of Fairfield adeptly spearheaded a dream team of volunteer parents and professionals.  The following individuals deserve credit for an outstanding first-time event: Fairfield residents Liz Blanco, Wendy Bloch, and Colleen Phelan; Kathy Bonnist of Wilton, Lisa Doocy of Southport, Westport residents Harris and Rebecca Goldblat, Jo Ann McMullan, and Michael and Litsa Ryan; Paula Nizzardo of Orange, and Dr. Howard and Sandie Taubin of Woodbridge.

Also, special thanks to the event sponsors and area businesses who donated silent auction items and/or underwrote services. Major sponsors who are to be singled out include: The Morello Family of Wilton, Autism Speaks, Fairfield residents Kevin and Mary Dailey and Paul and Joy Horton; People’s Bank and RBS The Royal Bank of Scotland. Fairfield Magazine was the media sponsor.

The Kennedy Center recently started the Autism Project in response to the growing need for these services in the region. Autism rates have increased dramatically both nationally and locally.  Connecticut public schools now have more than 2,150 children and adolescents with an autism spectrum disorder in grades kindergarten through 12.

According to Martin D. Schwartz, President and CEO of The Kennedy Center, “Although we have always served children and young adults with autism, we have made a major commitment to expand these services to local families.  Last year, we started a dedicated program that will aid clients and their families with transition planning, community activity supports, financial assistance, information, referral and support; advocacy and development of new services.  Since the program’s inception last August, the community’s response to the Autism Project has been extremely receptive.”
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